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ROB WIPOND (VICTORIA, BC) PITCHING MAD: NEWS MEDIA AND THE PSYCHIATRIC SURVIVOR PERSPECTIVE (English only)
Why is it so rare to see stories in the mainstream news media that reflect the voices of psychiatric survivors or look at mental
health issues from civil rights perspectives? Journalist Rob Wipond will explain how stories become news, and how a "knot"
of interlocking beliefs and prejudices about "mental health" frequently prevent certain voices and critical perspectives on
psychiatry from getting through standard news filters. Freelance investigative journalist and social commentator for twenty
years. In 2014, he became News Editor for the website Mad In America. His writing has been nominated for three National
Magazine Awards, nine Western Magazine Awards, and five Jack Webster Awards for journalism, winning three WMAs and a
Webster for Community Reporting.

BRENDA LEFRANCOIS (ST.JOHN’S, NFLD) ALTERNATIVE PRACTICE IN “MENTAL HEALTH”: BUILDING SURVIVOR-LED
SERVICES (Bilingual) Is psychiatry helping us or failing us? This presentation will deal with such questions and discuss our
ability to build alternative survivor-led initiatives where they are entrenched in knowledge and practice gained through
personal experiences. Successful peer-led initiatives from around the world will also be explored. Brenda LeFrancois is a
faculty member at Memorial University in Newfoundland. She spends her time writing critically about the rights of children who
have been psychiatrized. LeFrangois emphasises on social workers to honour and focus on the knowledge and experiences of
psychatrized people, and to work from an anti-oppressive stance. She is currently developing a Hearing Voices Network for
Atlantic Canada in partnership with OUR VOICE / NOTRE VOIX.

PRATIQUE ALTERNATIVE EN SANTE MENTALE: LA MISE EN PLACE DE SERVICES MENES PAR LES SURVIVANTS (Bilingue) Est-
ce que la psychiatrie nous aide ou est-ce que celle-ci nous échoue? Cette présentation traitera de telles questions et
discutera de nos capacités a mettre en place des initiatives menées par des survivants ol ceux-ci sont ancrés par la
connaissance et l'acquisition d’expériences personnelles. Des mesures similaires réussies ailleurs au monde seront
également explorées. Brenda LeFrancois est membre du corps professoral de I'Université Memorial a Terre-Neuve. Elle passe
son temps a écrire de maniére critique sur les droits des enfants qui ont été psychiatrisées. LeFrancois souligne aupreés des
travailleurs sociaux de se concentrer sur le savoir et les expériences des personnes psychiatrisées, et d’aborder ce travaille avec une
optique anti-oppressive. Elle développe actuellement un Hearing Voices Network pour le Canada atlantique en partenariat avec
OUR VOICE / NOTRE VOIX.

LIA TRAN (MONCTON, NB) CAN THE STATUS QUO BRING ON RECOVERY? (Bilingual) My lived experiences before, during
and after psychiatry will be discussed as well as my published articles in OUR VOICE / NOTRE VOIX. Graduate with a Bachelor
of Arts from the University of Moncton and a Masters in Plastic Arts from L’Université Rennes 2 in France, Lia became a « client »
for almost 6 six years when she officially divorced psychiatry in December 2011, Now an activist and regular contributor to OUR
VOICE / NOTRE VOIX, she gives presentations in universities on her life story. EST-CE L’ETABLISSEMENT MENE AU
RETABLISSEMENT? (Bilingue) Mon vécu avant, pendant et aprés la psychiatrie sera discuter et mes articles en publication
dans le OUR VOICE / NOTRE VOIX. Détenteur d’un Baccalauréat en Arts visuels de I'Université de Moncton ainsi qu'une Maitrise
en Arts Plastiques de I'université Rennes 2 France, Lia fut "cliente” pendant pres de 6 ans avant de divorcer officiellement la
psychiatrie en décembre 2011. Devenue maintenant une activiste et collaboratrice réguliere pour OUR VOICE /NOTRE VOIX,
elle donne aussi des présentations dans les universités sur son parcours personnel.
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ED POMEROY (THOROLD, ON) THE YING AND YANG OF A GOOD PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND (English only) Although
there is much to be gained from a good formal education, there is a downside. Frequently, professional training is
distancing, placing responsibility for all that happens on the individual and ignoring the realities and complexities of daily
life struggles. With a PhD in clinical psychology from the University of Colorado, Ed Pomeroy has settled at Brock University
in St. Catharines for the last 35 years where he is currently a Professor Emeritus and a Fellow of the Canadian Psychological
Association. His professional life is spread across teaching, private practice and community involvement. He is the recipient of
the Canadian Mental Health Association’s VVolunteer of the Year Award. Pomeroy has been a great ally and supporter of grass-
roots initiatives such as OUR VOICE / NOTRE VOIX.

NEREE ST-AMAND (OTTAWA, ON) WHILE THE WEALTHY CONTINUE TO PROMISE, THE POOR ARE STILL WAITING!
(Bilingual) With the opening of an international center showcasing the publishing of alternative views on mental health,
St-Amand will reflect on questions about a system that aims to help people with numerous issues that psychiatry claims
to be able to solve. Mental illness or social problems? Do helping professionals really help? The role of protest and the
consequences when there is refusal to collaborate? Can we trust the promises of a system that claims to help people?
Professor at the School of Social Work at the University of Ottawa, St-Amand’s interests lies in solidarity networks and
people’s potential. Author of many books and articles dedicated to alternative mental health practices, he pursues his
involvement in defending the rights of those with “psychiatric issues”. His contribution to his native Acadia will be
exceptionally noticed by the psychiatrized in New Brunswick.

LES RICHES PROMETTENT ENCORE; LES PAUVRES ESPERENT TOUJOURS! (Bilingue) Suite a I'ouverture d’une ressource
internationale mettant en valeur le riche héritage de publications alternatives s’intéressant a la santé mentale, St-Amand
posera des questions au sujet d’un systeme qui vise a aider les gens affectés par de nombreux probléemes que la
psychiatrie prétend pouvoir régler. Maladie psychiatrique ou problémes sociaux? Est-ce que I'aide professionnelle aide
vraiment? Le réle de la contestation et les conséquences lorsqu’il y a refus de collaboration? Pouvons-nous faire
confiance aux promesses d’un systéme qui prétend le mieux-étre des gens? Professeur & I’Ecole de service social de
I’Université d’Ottawa, St-Amand s’intéresse aux réseaux de solidarité et au potentiel des gens. Auteur de plusieurs livres et
articles dédiés aux pratiques alternatives en santé mentale, il poursuit son engagement a défendre les droits des personnes aux
prises avec des « difficultés psychiatriques » Sa contribution & ce sort dans son Acadie natale sera exceptionnellement
remarquée par les psychiatrisés du Nouveau-Brunswick.




